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I am told that Longman printed originally 2000 copies of
Colenso's book, and that he already has orders for seven thousand.

The c English Churchman' (newspaper) affirms positively, '* that
the Bishop will be brought to trial, though the work has been con-
siderably altered since it was shown for private circulation before
the actual publication." This fact, of alteration or softening of
the rationalistic spirit, is a curious revelation, which we owe to an
opponent,

GEORGE GKOTE to Gr. 0. LEWIS.

BARKOW GREEN, OXTED, STJRBEY,

29th Dec. 1862.

I quite agree in the remarks contained in your last note about the
unreasonable and insane language of the Americans against
England.

The perfect neutrality of England, in this destructive civil war
now raging in America, appears to me almost a phenomenon in
political history.

No such forbearance has been shown during the political history
of the last two centuries. It is the single case in which the
English Government and public, generally so over-meddlesome,
have displayed most prudent and commendable forbearance, in
spite of great temptations to the contrary. And the way in which
the Northern Americans have requited such forbearance is alike
silly and disgusting. I never expected to have lived to think of
them so unfavourably as I do at present. Amidst their very diffi-
cult present circumstances, they have manifested little or nothing
of those qualities which inspire sympathy and esteem, and very
much of all the contrary qualities; and among the worst of all
their manifesfeaiions is their appetite for throwing the blame of
their misfortunes on guiltless England,

Your Egyptological pamphlet is a very ingenious/ew d'esprity and
the general observations contained in lie first pages of it are very
instructive: the citations which you give out of Mebuhr are curi-
ous. In regard to your application of the process of investigation
adopted by Egyptologists to modern events of the last two centu-
ries, I suppose the Egyptologists would not admit the analogy of
the two cases. You may recollect that Whately (a few years ago)
published a book called 'Historical Doubts about Napoleon
Buonaparte,' the purpose of which was to show that those who
called in question the Testament narrative, with its miracles and
ought upon the same principles to doubt the wholed laborious duty which you propose to
